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A study on Chinese interlanguage textual coherence:

Based on the theory of clause complex
ZHU Yuqgi and XIONG Wenxin

Abstract Guided by the theory of clause complex, this paper tagged 200 Chinese inter-
language compositions from both high and low level international students. By defining the
concept of naming dominance and the proportion of non-self-contained run-on sentences, the
study finds that: 1. Text coherence can be measured by the proportion of non-self-contained
run-on sentences, which is related to the naming dominance and the frequency of run-on
models; 2. The textual coherence of the high-level group is obviously better than that of the
low-level group, which is mainly reflected in the increase of component sharing relations,
and the type of increase is mainly stack pattern; 3. L.ow naming dominance leads to weak na-
ming function, which is a common problem in international students compositions. The re-
sults are helpful to reveal the development of Chinese learners’ textual coherence compe-
tence, which facilitates the teaching of writing of Chinese as a foreign language.

Keywords naming-telling structure; clause complex; discourse coherence; run-on mod-

el; naming dominance; non-self-contained run-on sentences
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A study on the errors of the naming-telling structure of
the Chinese clause complex in the written language of

international students
YOU Hao and LU Dawei

Abstract Discourse errors are sometimes seen in the essays of international students,
resulting in a situation that the sentence is correct grammatically and semantically, but is
difficult to understand when connected. Previous studies mainly relied on language sense to
identify discourse errors, which inevitably led to omissions. This paper compares several
common discourse analysis theories, and believes that the clause complex theory, as a labe-
ling theory which includes two aspects: the naming-telling structure and the tight logical
structure, can help us more comprehensively identify discourse errors. Guided by the theory
of clause complex, this paper investigates the structural errors of the naming-telling struc-
ture of the foreign students. The naming-telling structure errors are divided into naming er-
rors and telling errors. Naming errors include three types, namely naming redundancy, na-
ming ambiguity, and naming missing. Telling errors include inappropriate logic between
tellings and inappropriate tenses between tellings. What’s more, statistics and analysis of
each type of errors were carried out. The results show that the clause complex theory can
not only help us systematically identify discourse errors, but also analyze them.
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On the acquisition and processing of constructions
HAO Tun

Abstract This article discusses the assumptions and hypotheses about the acquisition
and processing of constructions based on the tenets in Construction Grammar. It is argued
that the following research questions should be addressed systematically: the learnability of
constructions, the development of constructions, the representation of constructions, the
comprehension of constructions and the production of constructions. Such studies have joint-
ly demonstrated an interactive research approach between the theoretical side and the psycho-
linguistic side of Construction Grammar.

Keywords Construction Grammar; language acquisition; language processing
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The construction of teaching evaluation model of the flipped

classroom for International Chinese Language Education
XU Xiaoyu and LI Huitong

Abstract As a teaching model, flipped classroom has been applied to the field of Chi-
nese as a second language teaching, yet the corresponding evaluation standards and systems
have not been constructed. By consulting experts and employing the Analytic Hierarchy
Process, this paper constructs a teaching evaluation model for the flipped classroom, which
is comprised of four levels: the target level, the constraint level, the criterion level, and the
index level. There are 3 first-level indices, 11 second-level indices and 29 third-level indices
with detailed descriptions. The weight coefficient of each evaluation index is determined as
well.

Keywords International Chinese Language Education; flipped class; teaching evalua-

tion model; evaluation index
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An event structure analysis of the ba-construction
CUI Xiliang and Lucy Xia ZHAO

Abstract The current study analyzes the ba (32)-construction from the four dimensions
of the event structure: time, space, event roles and event types. From the perspective of
time, a typical ba-construction denotes a bounded event, which has consequences. The con-
sequences can be found both intrasententially and in the context. Intrasententially, both NP,
and NP, of the ba-construction can be affected by the event. The event can also have an im-
pact on extrasentential entities in the event chain of which the ba-construction is an integral
part. From the perspective of space, NP, and NP, in the ba-construction must be in a closer
relational space. From the perspective of event roles, in “NP, ba NP, + VP”, NP, is the
Proto-Causer, and NP, is the Proto-Causee of a causative event. The article also distingui-
shes between accountable events and non-accountable events, and between autonomous e-
vents and non-autonomous events. We propose that only accountable and autonomous events
carry the meaning of subjective disposal in the use of the ba-construction.

Keywords ba-construction; event structure; time; space;event roles; event types
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The emergence and extension of the factitive usage of

rang-construction: A perspective of constructional attraction
HUANG Jing

Abstract This article focuses on the diachronic extension of rang (#k)-construction, es-
pecially the emergence and extension of factitive (which is often regarded as a subtype of the
causatives) , under the constructional attraction theoretical frameworks proposed by De Smet
et al. (2018). It has shown that both the emergence and extension of rang-construction
were the results of the attraction of the more frequently used alternative construction i. e.
jiao (K )-construction, as evidenced by the increasing similarities between these two con-
structions. The corpus study also supports the convergence of constructional restrictions re-
sulting from the power of analogy.

Keywords rang-construction; jiao-construction; constructional attraction; extension;

analogy
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Semantic construal and cognitive explanation of
the speculative construction “buhui VP ba”
LI Shushu

Abstract In previous studies, the issue of antonymy and the “semantic seesaw” phe-
nomenon was mainly discussed at the word level, but this study shows that the phenomenon
also occurs in a larger grammatical construction. Speculative construction “buhui VP ba” (R
4 VP *2) has two opposite meanings: “not believing in VP” and “guessing and believing in
VP to a certain degree”, of which language conventions are different in terms of semantics,
syntax, and prosody. This paper uses the Error Management Theory to explain the semantic
construal tendency of “buhui VP ba”, which expands the discussion of “doubting the good
and believing in the evil”. In addition, it explains why this construction can express two dif-
ferent speculative meanings, i. e. » there are two opposing but dependent semantic aspects of
the underlying conceptual framework—doubt and faith.

Keywords buhui VP ba; semantic ambivalence; construal strategy; force dynamics;

comparison frame
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A debate about the part of speech of buliao :

Also on conjunctions with commentary function in Chinese
SHAO Hongliang

Abstract There is a blur between correlative conjunctions with commentary function
and commentary adverbs used as conjunctions, which results in an ambiguous classification
of them. Based on the analysis of buliao (R#}), three standards are put forward in this pa-
per for the judgement of correlative conjunctions. One word can be recognized as a correla-
tive conjunction only if it is fixed at the first position of the subsequent sentences and its con-
nection function is specialized and cannot be cancelled. Accordingly, similar to zujian (&
L) swunai (X7~ and napa (R, buliao shall also be regarded as a conjunction. Some
words that have been grammaticalized into conjunctions can still be used to make comments
because of their source of evolution and projection of semantic meaning. The commentary
function of the correlative conjunctions is different from the speakers’ subjective affirmation
about the logic of the complex sentences. Furthermore, we believe that all conjunctions
within Modern Chinese can be divided into two categories according to whether they are e-
quipped with commentary function. It is suggested that conjunctions with commentary func-
tion shall be included in modal category.

Keywords buliao; correlative conjunction; commentary adverb; conjunction with com-
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A colexification analysis of verb chui

from the perspective of Lexical Typology
FU Dongdong and YU Yang

Abstract From the semasiological perspective in Lexical Typology and with the ap-
proach of Colexification-Semantic Map, this paper analyzes 21 senses of chui (¥k)across 18
languages, and constructs the concept space. Based on the similarity of actions and the re-
sults of the state, sound, shape, position change and the transmission of information, the
polysemous verb chui in different languages presents six common semantic extension frame-
works. This semantic commonality is because of the universal human cognitive mechanism
of metonymy and metaphor. However, languages with affinities show a roughly similar dis-
tribution on semantic maps, which is possibly influenced by their etymologies.

Keywords polysemous verb chui ; lexical typology; colexification; semantic map
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